
Is your child 
prepared for their 
Year 9 exams and to 
select their GCSE 
qualifications?

Mrs Clay- Deputy Head (GCSE Options and Curriculum)
Mr Redpath - Assistant Head (Intervention and Academic Support)
Mr Crowe - (Head of Year 9)
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Key Dates LCL

Half 
Term

Date Event

2 13th November NGRTA Reading Tests

3 9th January
17th January
22nd January
12th February 

Parent & Student Options / Exams Evening 
Y9 Careers Speed Dating
Year 9 Exams
Year 9 Data and Subject Reports

4 29th February SLT Options Day

6 11th June
8th July

Tutor Review Day
Data and form tutor reports
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GCSE OPTIONS LCL

1. Student preparation
2. Compulsory subjects
3. Non examined statutory subjects
4. 3 or 4 other subjects
5. SLT guidance interviews
6. Local careers 
7. Decision day 1st March
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Student preparation

School are currently working through a programme to help 
prepare your child to choose their options which includes:
1. Assemblies introduce the option programme
2. Options trial run to help the option blocks to be 

produced
3. Options booklet shared with students and parents
4. 4 to 5 hours of FFL lessons looking at careers and entry 

requirements
5. Options videos for each GCSE subject
6. Completion of options passport
On Thursday 29th February students and parents will have an 
interview with a senior leader in school and receive subject 
reports with current working grades and attitude data
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Core Subjects

The Core Curriculum is the compulsory courses that all 
students in Years 10 and 11 must take:

English Language and Literature
Mathematics

Science (combined)

Statutory subjects are:
Cultural studies, 
ICT 
Citizenship (Fit for life) 
PE
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OCR 
NATIONALS



Fit For Life John Spence Community High School

Course Awards

ENGLISH BACCALAUREATE
(or Ebacc as it has come to be known)

The English Baccalaureate is not a formal qualification and 
students will not receive a certificate 

Theses subjects are:
English
Maths
Science
A humanities subject (History or Geography) 
A Modern Foreign Language (Spanish) 
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Humanities

All students must study either History or Geography

There are certain combinations of subjects that students can 
not study as the are too similar, more information will be 
shared during the options meetings on Thursday 29th 
February

You will be able to sign up options meetings at the start of 
February via parent booking. 
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Grading structure
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More challenging courses

Over the last  few years the government has been 
increasing the level of challenge seen in GCSE or equivalent 
courses.   

Longer exams
More difficult content

So your child will need to consider carefully what courses 
they choose!
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Good choices

There are many things for you and your child to consider 
when choosing a subject:

• How well are they doing (current attainment data)
• Advice from staff
• Do they enjoy the lesson?
• Future Career

Students are going to be studying the subject for the next 
2 years so they must enjoy the lessons.  The more they 
enjoy the subject the harder they will work and the better 
grades they will achieve.  
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Poor choices

There are many reasons why not to choose a subject:

• I like the teacher I get this year (it maybe different 
member of staff next year)

• My friends are doing the subject
• I think it will be easy
• I know someone who studied the course a few years ago

and they enjoyed it
• The title sounds good but I do not know anything about 

it
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Labour Market Information

The four fastest growing employment sectors in the 
North East are:

• Health and life sciences
• Advanced Manufacturing
• Engineering/Renewable Energy
• Digital and Gaming industry
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Labour Market Information

Did you know…..

The top 10 most popular jobs in 2020 did not exist in 2010

Nationally 11.1% of people are Not Employed or in 
Education/Training (NEET). 

In the North Tyneside only 4.2% are NEET
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Labour Market Information

Which industries will need employees when my child leaves 
school?

Low Carbon Economy – Nissan Leaf, Biomass, Energy – wind, wave, 
tidal 
Health and Social Care 
ICT and Digital 
Engineering and Manufacturing
Construction
Hospitality 
Science
Tourism 
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What happens now?

1. Watch the subject videos to find out more 
information on each subject

2. Take into account the recommendations the 
school makes during your appointment in Feb

3. Complete the option form and return it to school 
by Friday 1st March

We do try to accommodate students first choices for GCSE subjects, 
however this is not always possible.  Subjects need a set number of 
students to run and some option combinations are not possible.  If 
you have any queries please contact
leanne.clay@johnspence.org.uk
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How to consolidate learning JRE
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How to consolidate learning JRE
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How to consolidate learning JRE

So we would strongly encourage you to:

1. Each week consolidate your learning of particular topics in different subjects by producing revision 
resources (e.g. flashcards)

1. Consider which topics you find difficult and spend a little bit more time on them (e.g. read through 
your notes / flashcards - get someone to ask you questions to test your knowledge)
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Study / Independent Learning Skills - JRE
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Study / Independent Learning Skills - JRE



Fit For Life John Spence Community High School



Fit For Life John Spence Community High School

STUDY SKILLS - Flashcards JRE

SIMILE METAPHOR

ADJECTIVE VERB

ENGLISH LANGUAGE EXAMPLE
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STUDY SKILLS - Flashcards JRE

A comparison of 2 things often 

naming the quality which 

makes them alike

(E.g. She is as fierce as a lion)

A word or phrase used to 

describe something as if it 

were something else

(E.g. A wave of terror washed 

over him)

A word that describes a noun 

(the name of a thing or place) 

(E.g. It was a terrible book)

A word used to describe an 

action, state or occurrence

(E.g. Ben narrowed his sight)

ENGLISH LANGUAGE EXAMPLE
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How to consolidate learning JRE
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How to consolidate learning JRE
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How to consolidate learning JRE
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Behaviour effort and attitude SCR

Attendance - attending every lesson means there will be no gaps in your learning. 
If you miss 1 day a fortnight that is 95 lessons a year

Punctuality - you must be in form for 8.40am, being late 5 minutes every lesson 
means you miss 4750 minutes of learning a year 

Behaviour - No child has the right to harm the education or welfare of others

Being prepared Checking your timetable each evening and knowing what you have 
the next day , bringing the correct equipment to school ready to learn (a pen, 
pencil, ruler, calculator) 
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Staying healthy 

Diet - eating healthy will keep you energised and support you to stay on top of 
your studies. Eating balanced , regular meals and staying hydrated. 

Sleep - you need 9 hours of sleep a night. Not eating too late, avoiding caffeine 
before bed and avoiding using phones / computers for the last 30 minutes before 
bed and allow your brain time to unwind. 

Time to relax - you need a balance of working hard and time out! Exercise, 
socialising and doing things you enjoy are all really important. 
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Google classroom SCR

Homework - you will be expected to do more homework and revision for exams 
than last year. Get into the habit of doing one hour of homework or revision at 
least a night. 

Google Classroom - all students have a log in to check homework set by class 
teachers. They can message and communicate with teachers on this also.

Parents can also log in to and monitor the completion of this.

Maths homework is set on SPARKS on a Tuesday and due in the following 
Tuesday every week. 
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Pastoral support SCR

Alongside all of the academic support and interventions available, there is also 
support for students who may be struggling with the demands. 

I know Year 9 students and your families very well now. I am aware of those 
students that may become overwhelmed or anxious. 

We have learning mentors, support groups and external agencies available.

Please continue to communicate with me any 
concerns, worries, issues that you may have, 
however big or small. Communication between 
students, home and school is paramount to 
success for your child. 

simon.crowe@johnspence.org.uk


