
 

11th December 2020 

Dear Parent/Carer 

It has been quite a year! In January we returned to school and Covid was a thing in China and 

despite the odd report on the news I don’t think any of us could have predicted the events that 

have unfolded during 2020. It is something that we have lived through collectively and 

something that has brought out the very best in people, which leads me to publicly thank the 

amazing team we have here at John Spence, all of whom have gone above and beyond in 

sometimes very trying circumstances. I would also like to thank you all for your support during 

the year as your understanding and at times patience has allowed us to get things right and do 

our very best for the students. 

It would be easy to get carried away and focus on the challenges that we have faced, but there 

are also enormous positives in what students achieved both during lockdown and since their 

return in September. 

The majority of students have now settled in very well and seem to have taken the demands of 

high school in their stride.   

In Year 7 Mrs Wyllie introduced a new rewards incentive, 'Year 7 Student of the week', and so 

far she has been inundated with nominations. Well done to all the successful recipients of the 

award so far, all of whom thoroughly deserve the recognition for their skill, resilience or 

consideration. I know that Mrs Wyllie is looking forward to awarding many more of the hard 

working and dedicated students in the New Year.  

Year 8 students continue to seize the opportunities to get involved with activities, even though 

they have been somewhat limited this year! A great example of this is the number of students 

taking advantage of the extra-curricular PE opportunities, by far and away the biggest uptake 

of any year group and many students are also taking advantage of the artificial pitch where 

they can get involved with sport at lunchtime. 

Year 9 continue to work hard in their lessons and make progress towards choosing their GCSE 

options. This will start to take place next half term and already quite a lot of students are 

looking forward to this process. Outside of lessons, it is lovely to see the students engaging 

with opportunities provided, including the after school sports club on a Thursday evening and 

the ‘Hand Of’ project.  Some of the year group are going above and beyond what is expected of 

them; their efforts and achievements have not gone unnoticed this half term. 

There have been numerous achievements in Year 10 with students engaging with ‘This is 

Creative Enterprise’ which is a project run by Northumbria University. Some students have also 

been involved with a ‘healthy habits’ wellbeing group who have produced some really high 

quality work in collaboration with the YMCA.  



 

And finally, Year 11! I have written before about how impressed we have been with their 

commitment since returning to school and this continues to be the case. Mr Crowe says he is 

‘immensely proud of the way our Year 11 students returned to school in September and of the 

manner in which they are facing challenges the like of which we have not seen before. As a 

year group they are calm and focused and they seem to display remarkable levels of resilience 

almost on a daily basis. They are being supported by a staff who have been running 

intervention sessions from 8.30am every morning right through to 4.00pm in the afternoon in 

the determined effort to make sure that students are going to be in the best possible position 

for their GCSE exams next year.  In turn, students and staff have been supported by parents 

who clearly wish the best for their children and so, despite the obvious challenges that our 

young people face, I am confident that Year 11 will build on these solid foundations and that 

we can look forward to continued success next year.’ 

This year we have also launched our Community Leaders programme and we now have 3 

Guardians, Influences and Ambassadors in each Year group who are already working hard to 

fulfil their roles. To gain a Community Leader position students had to write an application and 

attend an informal interview and we were exceptionally impressed by both the standards and 

the ideas that they had. 

This time of year is always a period for both reflection and looking forwards, so with that in 

mind here are just 3 things that we are planning in the Spring Term: 

 We will be developing our use of technology and increasing the number of loan 

Chromebooks to students in Years 10 and 11 to enable students without sole access to 

a PC or laptop to work at home more effectively. 

 We will be introducing an end of week text message system where students will be 

recognised for getting everything right throughout a week – more details to follow in 

the new year. 

 We will continue to focus on uniform standards so please do contact your child’s Head 

of Year if you are struggling to afford any items needed for school as we will be able to 

help. 

Finally, as I mentioned in my update on Wednesday, school will now close for Christmas at 

3pm on Thursday 17th December and will reopen for students on Tuesday 5th January 2021. In 

the meantime, I hope that you all have an enjoyable and safe Christmas and I am sure, like me, 

you are eagerly anticipating a return to normality in the spring. 

Best wishes 

 

Jonathan Heath 

Headteacher 


