
 

Parent Update – 28th August 2020 

Face Coverings 

There is little doubt that anyone has missed the debate around face coverings in schools over the past 

week following the WHO advice that “all children aged 12 and over should wear a mask under the same 

conditions as adults, in particular when they cannot guarantee at least a 1 metre distance”. 

This advice has since been followed by guidance from the UK government that schools now have the 

discretion to require face coverings for all secondary age children and staff in communal areas if they 

believe it is not possible to maintain social distancing. This advice also makes it clear that it would not 

be necessary for children to wear a face covering in classrooms. 

The Director for Public Health in North Tyneside has written to all Secondary Headteachers this 

morning and recommended that all secondary age students and staff wear face coverings in communal 

areas of the school. The rationale behind this recommendation is that although infection rates are very 

low in North Tyneside, all possible measures should be taken to minimise the risk of transmission when 

schools reopen; indeed, our own risk assessment and strategies are based upon this premise. 

As a result of this advice we now require all students and staff to wear a face covering in communal 

areas of the school. 

So what does this mean for students? 

• Students must wear a face covering on public transport to and from school. 

• If students arrive on public transport, they should keep their face covering on until they reach 

their form room. All other students should put on their face covering as they arrive on the 

school site and remove them when they arrive in their form room. 

• All students must wear a face covering as they move between lessons and make their way 

outside for break/lunchtime. 

• Students must wear face coverings when going into the dinner hall and purchasing their food. 

They should remove their face covering, store it and use the hand sanitiser once they sit down. 

• All students must wear their face covering if they need to use the toilet during lessons. 

• Students should use the hand sanitiser in their classrooms after they have removed and stored 

their face covering. 

• Students must wear their face covering as they leave their classroom at the end of the school 

day and only remove them once it is possible to effectively social distance after leaving the 

school site. 

• Students do not need to wear face coverings when outside for break or lunchtime but will be 

required to wear them inside if it is wet break. 

Students can wear face coverings of any colour or pattern, but there should not be any writing. Face 

coverings should be cleaned or replaced on a daily basis. 

On the first day back at school students will have a socially distanced assembly where all the safety 

measures we have in place will be explained to them; this will include the safest way to use face 

coverings. We will be providing all students with a biodegradable plastic sealable bag on their first day 

in school so that they can store their face covering safely when they are not wearing it. 

The following link provides government advice on wearing face coverings: 



 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/face-coverings-when-to-wear-one-and-how-to-make-

your-own/face-coverings-when-to-wear-one-and-how-to-make-your-own 

Please do contact your child’s Head of Year if you have any queries about this requirement by email 

today or by phone from Tuesday 1st September. I apologise for the fact that this decision has been 

taken so close to the start of term, but as has been the case throughout the crisis we are having to 

adapt at short notice when announcements are made. 

 

Cashless Catering 

You will have received information that the Catering Service is moving to a cashless system from 2nd 

September and we believe that parents of students in Years 8-11 will now have received their 

ParentPay account details from the Local Authority. Unfortunately, we are not in control of this and we 

are still seeking answers regarding how Year 7 students will pay for their meals in the first week. I hope 

to get more information later today and will update you later if that is the case. 

 

Year 10 

Unfortunately, Mr Burnip will not be returning to school straight away in September due to personal 

circumstances. Mr Betts will be covering his absence as Head of Year 10 during this time, so please do 

contact him rather than Mr Burnip on jake.betts@ntlp.org.uk or via the school office from Tuesday 1st 

September. 

 

We are very much looking forward to welcoming everyone back into school next week but do recognise 

that some students may be feeling a little anxious. Please do contact your child’s Head of Year if you 

wish to talk anything though and we will do all that we can to reassure them. We have plenty in place 

to keep everyone as safe as possible and I hope that the information shared last week and earlier in the 

summer has clearly explained everything that we are doing. All previous letters can be found in the 

parent section on the school website. 

Best wishes 

Jonathan 
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