
 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

It has been great to see how positively Year 11 have returned to school this year with the vast majority 

clearly committed to achieving the very best in their last year at John Spence.  Year 11 can be a 

challenging time for students so we have put in place a range of support that will help your child 

navigate their way through coursework and exam preparation. 

The most important support comes from the classroom teachers who will not only help to prepare 

students for their exams in terms of subject content and skills, but also by helping them to understand 

the nature of each exam and the best ways to revise for them. This means that attendance to school 

this year is critical because every lesson missed is an opportunity lost; in very simple terms that means 

that a student may not be able to answer a question in the exam in May because they missed a couple 

of lessons of that subject in October this year. The summer exams start on 11th May and end on 24th 

June. Individual student timetables will be produced in the spring term giving you the exact dates and 

times for the exams your child will sit during this period.   

Outside of lessons we will be offering a range of support sessions before and after school as well as at 

lunchtime that students are expected to attend. The programme will vary throughout the year, but 

there will be specific slots for each individual subject at the same time every week. To help make sure 

we can provide adequate time for all subjects, we will also be using form time for exam support and as 

the majority of Year 11 form tutors are science teachers, science will be delivered during this time. This 

has meant that we have needed to make some minor adjustments to form groups so that we can target 

support effectively. Your child has been informed if this affects them. 

Whilst we will be offering a wide range of support we do recognise that Year 11 can cause 

apprehension for students so we will ensure that we don’t overload students and offer them additional 

support through a mentoring programme.  If a student does require additional support to help them 

deal with the pressures of exams, then we also have exam groups designed to help students cope. 

Finally, we will be introducing a Prom Passport to the students. This passport means that their 

attendance at intervention is recognised and rewarded; full details have been given to the year group 

today. 

 

Best wishes, 

 

Jonathan Heath 
Headteacher 



 

 

 

 

 



Year 11 can be a very challenging year and we will do everything that we can to make it as straightforward as    

possible for you. Your mentor will help you make sense of the wide range of support that is available and also help 

you to organise your time effectively.  

To help make things easier we have organised our support into a number of different styles - subjects will let you 

know the content and style of each session before you attend so that you know how it matches your needs and 

style of learning. 

Here are some of the types of support you will receive: 

Year 11 Support Programme 

Drop in Clinics Form Tutor Healthy Mind Sessions 

Study Skills Subject Monitoring Long Term Revision 

Academic Monitoring Homework Short Burst Revision 

Subjects will offer these sessions 

throughout the year and are an 

opportunity for you to speak to 

a subject teacher about          

particular concerns you may 

have.  

Your tutor will let you know 

which support sessions you are 

required to attend for each   

subject as well as guiding you 

towards other sessions that are 

suitable for you.  

These sessions will run   

throughout the year and aim to 

remove some of the stress and 

concern that you may feel in 

Year 11. 

These sessions will run during 

tutor time and will help you to 

understand the best ways to 

review your learning and revise 

for your exams.  

In some cases subjects may feel 

it is appropriate for you to     

receive 1 to 1 or small group 

support in order to overcome 

some specific barriers that you 

may have.  

These sessions will run on a   

regular day after school and  

cover key skills and content.   

You will already have met with 

your mentor at least once. Make 

sure that you speak to them if 

you are feeling apprehensive or 

need help with organising your 

time. Your mentor will help you 

to choose which support        

sessions are right for you.  

Homework will be based around 

reviewing learning. The nature 

of this will vary from subject to 

subject, but you may be          

reviewing learning that has just 

taken place or learning that took 

place much earlier in the course. 

Where possible support sessions 

will be scheduled to support the 

homework programme.  

These sessions will only run for a 

short period of time and are  

designed to help you tackle   

specific difficulties that you may 

have around a topic or skill. The 

sessions could take place before 

school, at lunch or after school 

and will run for a maximum of 4 

weeks.  


